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under the Mosque of Omar) frustrated the project. The
residents of Jerusalem had to continue to drink cistern
water until the British captured the city, and undertook
the first city water works. The population of Tripoli
drinks from the "sacred" Abu All Eiver—unfiltered and
unpurified—another source of much disease. In vain
have efforts heen made -to install a proper supply, piped
from places above the sources of contamination. Many
persons use their own cisterns or wells. The water sup-
ply of Horns and Hama, those huge overgrown villages,
is from the Orontes river that flows past and partly
through them. Aleppo has a very poor supply: cisterns,
wells, and the river supply most of the people.. Fastidi-
ous people have drinking water brought on donkey back
from distant springs. Artesian wells would most prob-
ably provide this city with an abundant supply of good
water. Geologically it seems to be feasible. Engineers
are now proposing a plan to bring the water of the
Euphrates in pipes directly to Aleppo, a large and flour-
ishing city which needs an adequate water supply.
The water is generally a matter of local pride. A
villager is almost sure to ask you, "How did you like the
water of our village? Is it not better than any other!"
If a man from another village overhears the remark, it
is almost sure to start a quarrel, at first friendly, but
quite liable to develop into an acrimonious and bitter
discussion and often blows. The water of the wells of
the coastal towns, such as Sidon, Tyre, Haifa, and Jaffa
is brakish, containing considerable quantities of salts*
When students come to the American University at
Beirut and drink the waters of the Dog River, which is
fairly hard (14 degrees of hardness, as the Lebanon is
one'great mass of limestone mixed with some strata of
sandstone) they become badly costived; and it requires
considerable time and patience to become accustomed to

